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‘Who Will Save Us?’

A New Children’s Book on Climate Change

By Rebecca Morch

‘Who Will Save Us? is positive and up-beat, containing 3 sections, a story about the Antarctic penguins and how climate change is affecting their environment, a take positive action section on how we can help with climate change issues, and a section detailing where further information on the subject can be found.
The book has acquired supporting statements from seven of the major charities involved with climate change issues. These are The Wildlife Trusts, WWF-UK, Oxfam, Sustrans, Greenpeace, Friends of the Earth, and I Count. The foreword has been written by Pen Hadow, the polar explorer.
 

The Wildlife Trusts - “This is an engaging book that introduces young children (and probably some older readers too) to the complex issues associated with climate change in an enchanting, accessible way. Most importantly, it has a hopeful, upbeat ending with plenty of ideas for realistic individual actions.”   
As a parent and professional artist, Rebecca decided to write a book on climate change as a response to researching the Antarctic penguins for her artwork, and subsequent research into the effects of climate change. She wrote the book to empower children/young people in their future, since they will inherit the outcome of our actions. 

It was very important to the author that the book was produced with a minimum impact on the environment. Therefore, it has been printed in the UK, using FSC-50% recycled paper, vegetable based inks and a biodegradable laminate on the cover.
Wiltshire Wildlife Trust have purchased a number of books to lend out to schools as part of their education pack. They are also promoting the project via this.
 

The book is stocked at a number of organisations including, The Centre for Alternative Technology, the Eden project and Sustrans, and the book has been used as competition prizes with The Wildlife Trusts, the Forest Stewardship Council, I Count, Girlguiding UK, and Devon Libraries.  
 

The book retails at £5.99 and wholesales at £2.99 (min order 6).
P+P charges: 6 to 24 books, 50p per book. 25 books and over, P+P is free.
 

Rebecca also has a 'Children and Young People's Project' which is available to schools and children's/young people's groups, where she can raise a budget from their sales of the book, to help with climate change issues.
 

For further information please visit the website: www.rebeccamorch.co.uk

News
Learning Outside the Classroom Manifesto (LOtC) - Natural Environment Sector Partnership

In the second half of last year, a number of organisations providing LOtC opportunities in the natural environment took part in a pilot for evaluating the quality of the learning experiences they provide. This was designed by the Field Studies Council and National Association of Field Studies Officers, working alongside a former Ofsted inspector, and was supported with funding from the DCSF. The evaluation looked at a variety of factors, including how the experience contributed to delivering the curriculum, as well as inspiring awe and wonder for the natural world and an ethic to protect it. The findings are now being fed into the DCSF's quality-badge scheme.

Over the coming months, the sector group will be drawing together a range of case studies which represent the diverse contribution made by the Natural Environment sector to LOtC. These will cover ages from early years to post-16, and will reflect the variety of approaches to teaching and learning. To complement these, a short document summarising the main research findings since 2000 about learning in the natural environment will be compiled.

To spread and share all these developments across the full range of organisations within the Natural Environment sector, a conference has been planned for the 25th March at the Barnes Wetland Centre (please see events section for details). If you would like to be included on other sector communications, contact the sector chair, Tony Thomas, at the Field Studies Council 
adt@field-studies-council.org
The Natural Environment sector is also keen to help arrange a series of larger, cross-sector, regional LOtC conferences for all providers, as well as schools and local authorities, later in 2008.
To download a copy of the manifesto go to:

http://www.teachernet.gov.uk/teachingandlearning/resourcematerials/outsideclassroom/
 London Wildlife Trust
‘Green Schools’ Launch Events 
 ‘Green Schools’ – is a curriculum-based pack using outdoor space. It is aimed at primary school teachers and environmental educators.  

We will be giving away a copy of the pack to the first 25 schools that register and attend each event. 

Event dates:

· North London: 

19th March, 4-6pm
Camley Street Natural Park, 

Kings Cross
· South London:

26th March, 4-6pm
Centre for Wildlife Gardening, Peckham
· East London: 

12th March, 4-6pm
West Reservoir Centre,

Stoke Newington
· West London: 

2nd April, 4-6pm
Crane Park Island,

Twickenham

If you would like to book a place at an event - please contact the Education Coordinator, Leah McNally on lmcnally@wildlonfdon.org.uk or call 020 7803 4299.
Fairtrade Fortnight 

25th February until 9th March, across London

Fairtrade Fortnight 2008 has just been launched, at the Fairtrade Fairground event at London's South Bank on Sunday 24th February. With events going on across the capital, Fairtrade Fortnight is a great time to hold events and stalls at your school. Visit the website for ideas, resources, materials and to find out what is going on near you. Get involved! http://www.fairtrade.org.uk/fortnight.htm 

London Wildlife Trust Makes the 2012 Olympics the Greenest Ever

As part of the London 2012 Biodiversity Group, The London Wildlife Trust has been working with the Olympic Delivery Authority (ODA), London Organising Committee for the Olympic Games and Paralympic Games (LOCOG) and other stakeholders to realize a vision that includes:
· enhanced biodiversity in and around all Olympic venues,

· the fulfillment of opportunities for wildlife gain and habitat creation and

· the engagement of local communities in making 2012 the greenest Games ever.

One of the many projects that LWT has been working on is the creation of zero carbon Olympic bouquets made from waste materials.  A design company has been commissioned to produce some designs, with positive results:
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After successfully constructing these bouquets, LWT will present them to LOCOG’s Education Team with the hope that this concept will be warmly received.  If implemented, LWT intends to engage schools and children nationwide in a drive to dispense with the environmentally costly cut-flower industry and to make these Olympic Games truly sustainable.  For more info on London Wildlife Trust’s role in the Olympics please contact: Girish Rambaran grambaran@wildlondon.org.uk
A public art installation by Sumer Erek: The Newspaper House –in the middle of your square. We need your help to make it happen. Recycle for Art: take your old newspapers to Gillett Square, Hackney from March 4th – 7th and help create a work of art! See the final work unveiled on Saturday March the 8th from 2pm onwards.
For more information visit: www.creative-city.co.uk
Orangutan Foundation 

Rainforest teacher’s pack 

Orangutans are close to extinction in the wild because their habitat, the rainforest of Borneo and Sumatra, is being destroyed at an unprecedented rate – 80% in the last 20 years. The Orangutan Foundation’s aim is to secure the long-term survival of the orangutan together with their habitat and the wildlife contained within. 
 

Orangutan Foundation uses three approaches in its work: conservation, research and education. All of them are critical to the survival of the orangutan and the rainforests but education enables us to take the necessary actions to secure the rainforests for the future. We, Orangutan Foundation, believe conservation and wildlife education must be introduced as early, as widely and as continuously as possible to the general public, formally and informally.

The Rainforest Education Pack aims to:

· Provide teachers with accurate information and increase their understanding of the value and importance of orangutans and their habitat.

· Encourage children to have a greater interest in the natural world and help them to understand the importance of looking after it.

· Increase recognition of, and support for, the work of the Orangutan Foundation UK.

The pack is a resource for teachers teaching Key Stage I and II and is specifically designed to suit the National Curriculum. The pack is relevant to many subject areas including English, Science, Geography, Art and Internet Research lessons. The information enables teachers to teach children about orangutans and their rainforest habitat. Orangutans are a fantastic example for teaching concepts such as adaptation, habitats, interdependence and conservation. The tropical rainforests are a globally important ecosystem and the pack introduces issues such as habitat destruction and climate change.

The pack and teaching resources are available as a free download at www.orangutan.org.uk. You can also request a large, very attractive, eye-catching educational poster which is ideal as a wall display in the classroom and it is perfectly suited as a companion to the Rainforest Education Pack. 
For further info please contact Kristina Maurice-Jones, Project Co-ordinator
kristina@orangutan.org.uk 
 

Events 
LEEF AGM and Training day
The Year of Food and Farming
STOP PRESS: CHANGE OF DATE
Saturday 19th April 2008
11.00am –  4.00pm

At Hackney City Farm, Straw Bail Building, Goldsmith Row, London, E2 8QA

Programme for the day as follows:
11.00 - 11.30 LEEF AGM - Presentation of the Chairs report, Justin Dillon. Presentation of accounts, Sarayu Shah. Presentation of the Coordinators Report, Leah McNally.

11.30 – 12.00 Key Note Speaker TBC
12.00 - 1.30 Farm tour walk and talk with Roisin MacDowell with a chance to meet the animals and gain an overview of the farm’s projects including building a straw bale classroom, running a hatch and brood scheme with local schools, education visits and alternative education provision for NEET’s.
1.30 - 2.30 Lunch
2.30 - 3.30 Workshop with Michael Holland from Chelsea Physic Garden
3.30- 4.00 Networking opportunity for LEEF members, bring information

/leaflets about your projects

Cost: £30 for LEEF members or £45 for non-members. Further details to follow, to book a place please contact LEEF Coordinator, Leah McNally on info@leef.org.uk or call 020 7803 4299.
LEEFnet at HCGA
The event to meet with other LEEF members & explore new green places at Hammersmith Community Garden Association - HCGA
Wednesday 30th April 2008

3.00– 6.00pm

Free for LEEF members!

A walk and talk with Catherine Windsor that will journey through some of the HCGA parks and gardens including as Loris Garden, Godolphin Garden and Ravenscourt Park glasshouses. Catherine will also give an overview of HCGHA projects.

Tea and cakes will be provided.

Further details to follow, to book a place please contact the LEEF Coordinator, Leah McNally on info@leef.org.uk
Learning Outside the Classroom Manifesto: Natural Environment Sector Conference
At London Wetland Centre
Queen Elizabeth’s Walk
Barnes, London SW13 9WT

25th March 2008

10.30 – 4.30pm
Likely agenda, TBC:

· Quality Badge – PWC

· Update on Research – Kings College, London

· Manifesto progress - View from DCSF

· A perspective from the Natural Environment Sector

· ‘What’s I it for use?’ – benefits and costs

· Sharing Good practice – case studies

Coffee, Lunch and Tea funded by DCSF. There may be a small number for bursaries towards travel costs.

For further information and/or to receive a booking form - please contact: Marion Warburton: marion@field-studies-council.org  Booking forms must be received by noon on Wednesday 18th March 2008
Richmond Environment Network
Schools Environment Forum

Royal Botanic Gardens Kew

29th May 2008, 5:30 – 8:00pm
Talks and workshops on running environmental projects and activities in schools. Ideas, support and funding opportunities. Refreshments provided.

For more information visit www.richenvironmentnet.org.uk
This event is free but please register by e-mail with Joe Pecorelli at: joe@richenvironmentnet.org.uk or call 07974 725 557.
Sutton Ecology Centre

Signs of Spring Event
The Old Rectory, Festival Walk Carshalton, Surrey SM5 3NY

Saturday March 1st, 10:30 – 12 noon

Spring Flower ID, bird song and more.

Stay on for…..

First Friends of Sutton Ecology Centre meeting

12 - 2pm 

All welcome, come for a walk, chat and free lunch.

Please contact the Sutton Ecology Centre to book a place. Bookings hotline: 020 8770 5822 or e-mail sec@sutton.gov.uk
Places are limited, booking essential.
Sutton Ecology Centre

Wildlife Photography Course
The Old Rectory, Festival Walk Carshalton, Surrey SM5 3NY
Saturday 3rd May, 11am -1pm.
Tips and tricks from an expert.

Please contact the Sutton Ecology Centre to book a place. Bookings hotline: 020 8770 5822 or e-mail sec@sutton.gov.uk
Places are limited, booking essential.

Also please visit www.sutton.gov.uk/environment/ecologycentre for further events including family and children’s events.
Birkbeck, University of London in Conjunction with the Ecology and Conservation Studies Society

Global Impacts of Climate Change:

The Human Dimension
There is no escaping climate change, although the impact will vary greatly around the globe. 

This series of lectures will examine some of the extreme problems caused world wide by global warming.  After a scene setting introduction of human interactions on the biosphere, lectures will discuss permafrost melt and decay of peat bogs; coral reef breakdown with coastal effects; polar ice melt; water stress, drought and starvation; the role of aid to relieve these national disasters; and climate impacts and other effects on tropical forest ecology.  

Local human populations will be profoundly affected in many ways, which could lead to migrations of ecological refugees.

Join the debate.   All welcome.   Free ticket admission.

All lectures are from 6.30pm to 8.30 pm on the following Fridays.  Doors open at 6.00pm.

7 March
‘Climate Change - Concerns and Roles of International Development NGOs’
Geoffrey Dennis, Chief Executive, CARE International UK 
14 March
‘Rainforest Ecosystems and Conservation and the Situation of Local Peoples’
Professor Sir Ghillean Prance, former Director, Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew
The lectures will be held in Birkbeck, University of London, WC1

Booking essential. For free tickets and venue details, contact tel:  020 7679 1069, or e-mail:   environment@fce.bbk.ac.uk
For queries on lecture content, contact tel:  020 8546 7986, or e-mail:   una.sutcliffe@btinternet.com
London Sustainable Schools Forum: Energy & Water, Buildings & Grounds 11th March 2008 at London South Bank University
Quarterly workshops are designed to enable schools to access the 8 key ‘doorways’ into sustainability identified by the DCSF, through the three key areas of school life: curriculum, campus and community. Booking is now available for the fourth workshop Please see below for booking details. You can access copies of the December and October workshop reports on the Government Office for London website: http://www.gos.gov.uk/gol/Environmentrural/Sustainable_schools
Further information or to book a place please contact Verity Ham at: sustainableschools@gol.gsi.gov.uk
The Hammersmith and Fulham Urban Studies Centre
Climate Change and Sustainability Consultation Event
191 Talgarth Rd, London, W6 8BJ.
Tuesday 4th March, 4.30pm - 6.00pm 
The Urban Studies Centre is currently developing an educational 

resource for use at Key Stage 2 around the theme of Climate 

Change and Sustainability. This has been identified by many 

young people as a key area of concern for the future. 
This will provide the opportunity to comment on the materials 

developed so far, and input ideas for inclusion in the resource. 

Topics covered include:

-The scientific background to global

warming.

-Local, regional and global effects

of climate change.

-Methods used to adopt sustainable

lifestyles.

A contribution to volunteer

expenses will be made available.

If you would like to take part, please

contact Josie Fowler on 020 8741

7138 or email josie@hfusc.org.uk
Climate Change:

Effective Communication Course
Thursday 27th March, 10.00—16.30

St. Ethelburga’s, 78 Bishopsgate, London, EC2 4AG 
A course that is about communicating climate change to different people in different situations. The training session will provide:

1. Why good communication of climate change is so important

2. Major climate change issues and difficult questions
3. Communicating with people in different situations: 

Persuading colleagues, lobbying situations, talking to friends, 

working with business, addressing a large audience

4. The Key skills of communication—speaking, listening, body 

language, etc

5. Overcoming those inner barriers to good communication

6. Engaging and communicating with diverse organisations

7. Practice delivering persuasive messages and a chance to receive feedback.
Who should attend this training?

This course is for anyone who is keen to get people active on climate change. Whether you work for a local council, business or a charity, are involved in a local organisation or are simply keen to make a difference this course will give you the skills and knowledge you need.

This is a day that will look at communication in different situations from political lobbying to talking in the street, from answering awkward questions to talking with your friends. Work in small groups will help build you confidence and ensure that the course meets your needs.

Cost: Large Charities, Public Sector, and Businesses: £248 per person

Smaller charities (under 8 staff): £120 per person. Individuals: £87 

Subsidised places are available for people on low incomes 

Please send a cheque for £20 and a letter to Jonathan Elliott, 

Talk Action, C/o Community Innovation 159 Bermondsey Street, 

London, SE1 3UW

Prices include a vegan/vegetarian lunch, Fair Trade 

refreshments and networking time with organic wine.

New… 

New Opportunities for Schools and Playschemes at:

South London Botanical Institute

323 Norwood Road, London, SE24 9AQ 
SLBI in Tulse Hill have brought together educators in science, arts and environment in providing new experiences to feed the curiosity of local children and young people. 

What’s on offer: A half day visit to the historic Institute will be tailored to your learning needs. Our professional educators will encourage hands-on, participative discovery, which might include some of these:-

Plant Science 

We explore different ways to find out about plants, using the historic library, the herbarium with over a hundred thousand pressed flower specimens, and microscope specimens in the laboratory. We like to try some eye-opening experiments with seeds, and we can explore making and using simple keys to find out what the names of twigs and flowers are too. 

Arts 

Working with artists, we use the lush garden and the art room to collect leaves and other natural objects, using these to make prints and other artwork. Sun-printing is a speciality which has a long affinity with botanists, We can also offer collage, mythical mask-making and other arts activities, and we can link these with your science requirements as required. 

History – Local and National 

This Institute was set up nearly a hundred years ago by Allan Hume, who wished to bring an interest to working people in Tulse Hill. It is little changed since then and evokes the period when ladies wore long dresses and carriages rolled up the drive. 

Hume himself had been a civil servant and political reformer in British governed India. He became a critic of the British occupation. Committed to Indian independence, he was one of the key figures in setting up the Indian National Congress Party.  He was also known as the ‘father of Indian ornithology’ for his work in exploring the continent’s bird life. 

We can help you to explore these themes using historic artefacts, classroom information, words, and pictures. 

What will the children think? 

The Institute is a bit different. It is not a museum or a visitor attraction, it feels old and has an atmosphere. We encourage children to explore and contribute at their own pace. We try to provide a variety of role models among the adults who lead the groups – many of whom are professional botanists or environmental educators. 

How to arrange a visit:

Generally available on Tuesdays, Fridays, and weekends, through the spring and summer. Visits last a half day – morning, afternoon, or after school. (Packed lunch be taken in nearby Brockwell Park either on the way from or to the Institute)

If possible, we welcome two bookings from different classes in the same school or group for the same day.

One visit is free for each school class or children’s groups based in Lambeth and Wandsworth. Funded by Sir Walter St John Educational Trust. 
For further information or to receive a booking form for a visit - call the SLBI on: 020 8674 5787. Note this is usually answer phone; the office is staffed on Thursdays. Email info@slbi.org.uk

Government

More School Trips for Pupils 
(5th February)
Teachers will find it easier to take pupils on school trips with more help and advice, less bureaucracy and quality badges for popular destinations, thanks to new guidance from the Department of Children, Schools and Families. The measure is included in the ‘Staying Safe’ Action Plan, launched today. 

Evidence shows that learning outside of the classroom brings benefits to pupils such as deeper subject learning, increased self confidence and raised achievement. It can also help young people to understand and manage risk. The new guidance makes it much easier for teachers to take their pupils out of the classroom. 
http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/pns/DisplayPN.cgi?pn_id=2008_0025
New Materials to Support Recycling at Schools (31st January)
The Recycle Now Schools Action Pack is an on-line resource for primary and secondary school staff and others interested in making recycling happen in their school.

The Action Pack provides information and advice for schools to guide them through the process of setting up and maintaining effective recycling schemes. It also includes activities to engage pupils, case studies to share schools' experiences of recycling and links to teaching resources which schools can access. To support all of this, a range of marketing materials and signage have also been designed. 

http://www.recyclenowpartners.org.uk/local_authorities/news/recycle_now_schools.html
Geography is too Out of this World (18th January 2008)
Inspectors are worried that pupils do not study climate change and urge more field trips. Pupils are not learning about important global issues such as climate change, floods and famine, Ofsted found in a review of the subject at primary and secondary levels. 

The report states: “The global dimension remains underdeveloped in the majority of schools surveyed. Frequently, insufficient connections are made between the wider curriculum and the geography curriculum to reinforce pupils’ understanding of issues such as global citizenship, diversity, human rights and sustainable development.” 

The Middle East conflict, water shortages and disputes over oil should also be tackled by geography teachers, inspectors said. “If the aspiration of schools is to create pupils who are active and well-rounded citizens, there is no more relevant subject than geography”. 

http://www.tes.co.uk/2564620

Training 
LEEF Training

Making the Jump………
From Primary to Secondary Outdoor Education
Wednesday 14th May 2008, 4.00 – 6.30pm.

At the West Reservoir Centre, Green Lanes, London, N4 2HA 
Join us at the London Wildlife Trust’s new East Reservoir site for this fantastic opportunity to gain knowledge in working with the secondary schools using outdoor space. The training will enable you to develop current primary curriculum expertise, to work confidently in adapting themes and ideas to work with secondary schools at Key Stage 3 and 4.

Course suitable for: environmental educators and people who currently work with primary schools but few secondary school groups and wish to develop their pedagogical skills and learn more about the secondary curriculum.

Cost: £30 for LEEF members or £45 for non-members Refreshments will be provided.
Further details to follow, to book a provisional place please contact LEEF Coordinator, Leah McNally on info@leef.org.uk or call 020 7803 4299.
Royal Horticultural Society ‘Growing Schools’ Workshops 
10th and 11th March, Eltham.
As part of the Growing Schools initiative funded by the DCSF you are invited to take part in Continuing Professional Development on growing.  

By the end of the day participants will:

1. Understand the personal and educational benefits to be gained from growing

fruit and vegetables in school

2. Be familiar with the basics of growing a range of (a) vegetables and (b) fruit

suitable for schools

3. Have the confidence to work with their children to plan, develop and maintain

a food-growing area appropriate to their school

4. See the potential for delivering a wide range of curriculum topics through work

related to the food-growing area

Go to: http://www.rhs.org.uk/schoolgardening/teachershome/news/london/default.aspa
Or email: schoolgardening@rhs.org.uk.


Jobs/ Vacancies
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The next issue of LEEFlet will be produced and circulated in July 2008 Deadline for submissions will be Monday 23rd June 2008.


The London Environmental Education Forum. C/O London Wildlife trust, Skyline House, 200 Union St, London, SE1 0LX. www.leef.org.uk info@leef.org.uk
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