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The Year of Food and Farming aims to promote healthy living by offering young people direct experience of the countryside, farming and food. The Year runs from September 2007 to July 2008 and during that time, there’ll be exciting opportunities for children to:
· follow the story from 'field to fork' 

· explore the importance of food 

· make informed decisions about food and healthy nutrition 

· watch what happens on a real-life farm 

· experience what the countryside can offer 

· learn more about environmental issues linked to food and the countryside. 
Throughout the Year, activities and resources will support curriculum teaching and offer memorable hands on learning experiences. Taking part can help schools achieve the Healthy Schools Standard and the Year will support ‘The Learning Outside the Classroom manifesto’.

The Year will provide memorable opportunities to engage young people of all ages in many parts of the curriculum including PSHE, Science, Design and Technology and Geography. The website brings together offers of help, details of events and curriculum resources to make it an easily accessible topic for schools.

The Year offers an opportunity for schools to showcase their work and share ideas with other schools through the ‘Megamap’. It is hoped that it will forge strong links between schools and food and farming businesses, and provide educational materials that will last beyond the Year itself.
Industry partners include key food and farming organisations such as the National Farmers Union, the Country Land & Business Association, the Food and Drink Federation, the agricultural levy boards and the National Association of Land-based Colleges. More and more will be taking part as a wide range of businesses and individuals from the food, farming and countryside sectors come on board.

HRH The Prince of Wales is Patron for the Year, which is endorsed by:

· Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs 

· Department for Children, Schools and Families 

· Department of Health 

· Farming and Countryside Education 

· The Royal Agricultural Society of England. 

The Year of Food and Farming’s educational partners include teacher and subject associations, and Government agencies such as the Qualifications and Curriculum Authority, the School Food Trust, the Specialist Schools and Academies Trust and Natural England.
For further information please visit the Year of Food and Farming Website at: www.yearoffoodandfarming.org.uk
STOP PRESS… This Year’s LEEF AGM will be themed around the Year of Food and Farming. Please see training section for details.

News

London Wildlife Trust Launch Events for ‘Green Schools’ 
A curriculum-based pack using outdoor space.

‘Green Schools’ is a partnership project with ‘EC1 New Deal for Communities’. It is aimed at primary school teachers and environmental educators; and is designed to open up opportunities for children to learn outside the classroom.

The materials are intended to provide schools and educators with a basic understanding of how to effectively utilise school grounds, local nature reserves or green spaces in order to teach the curriculum. As well as curriculum linked Key Stage 1 and 2 lesson plans, there are practical activities and resources that a busy teacher can pick up and use immediately. The pack contains a wealth of information to help schools set up and run gardens within their own grounds, including activities for organising school gardening clubs. It also contains useful contacts (locally and nationally), Health and Safety information, details of school initiatives such as ‘Eco Schools’ and ‘Growing Schools’ as well as sources of funding and further reading.

The Green Schools pack uses wildlife, gardening and the environment at its core to deliver key elements of the National Curriculum in a meaningful way.  For those with little prior experience of using the outdoors to teach the National Curriculum; environmental education; or gardening, it enables them to incorporate these into school life with confidence.

Green Schools will be launched in the spring across London at four London Wildlife Trust Nature reserves:
North London: 19th March

Camley Street Natural Park 

Kings Cross

South London: 26th March

Centre for Wildlife Gardening

Peckham

East London: 12th March

East Reservoir Centre

Stoke Newington
West London: 2nd April

Crane Park Island

Twickenham
For more information or to register an interest in attending a launch event please contact the London Wildlife Trust Education Coordinator, Leah McNally on 020 7803 4299 or lmcnally@wildlondon.org.uk
Fresh Dough for Sustainable Food!

December sees the launch of a small grants scheme for sustainable food events in London!  Grants of £500 – £5,000 are available for food events taking place in Spring and Summer 2008.  For more information visit the London Food Link website www.londonfoodlink.org
Funding criteria: The purpose of the grants is to provide an easily-accessible source of funding to:

· help people to run new sustainable food events;

· add a sustainable food element to an existing event or;
· raise awareness of sustainable food in a specific organisation or community

All events-related activities that promote the messages of sustainable food to beneficiaries in London shall be considered. All projects should aim to promote the objectives of the London Food Strategy.  You are advised to visit the website to familiarise yourself with the aims of the Strategy: http://www.londonfoodstrategy.org.uk/
Deadlines - Round 1: March 3rd 2008

Round 2: May 30th 2008 Grants available from £500 - £5000.
Feeding the Olympics

In aiming to stage the greenest games ever, London’s bid promised to provide “local, seasonal and organic” food. As costs of the Olympics spiral out of control, Olympic bosses will be relieved to hear that food for a genuinely ‘green games’ need not cost more. 

A new report from the Soil Association, Sustain and nef, Feeding the Olympics: How and why the food for London 2012 should be local, organic and ethical, calls on London to deliver the promise to be the greenest and healthiest Games in terms of the food they provide, and sets out how this can be done.
The report is available for download from www.londonfoodlink.org
London Food Link 
Part of Sustain, the alliance for better food and farming run a network of organisations and individuals who care about sustainable food. Our members are as diverse as farmers and food writers, caterers and community food projects. 

Both London Food Link and its members work towards increasing the availability of sustainable food in London, tackling the barriers preventing access to healthy and sustainable food for all Londoners and protecting and celebrating London's diverse food culture. To find out more please visit: www.londonfoodlink.org
London Food Link welcomes to its network all that share these aims. Find out more about the benefits of membership, please go to: www.sustainweb.org/page.php?id=210or contact Vanessa Domenzain on vanessa@sustainweb.org or 020 7837 1228.
A New Blog: World Changing, Change Your Thinking
www.worldchanging.com  WorldChanging.com works from a simple premise: that the tools, models and ideas for building a better future lie all around us. That plenty of people are working on tools for change, but the fields in which they work remain unconnected. That the motive, means and opportunity for profound positive change are already present. That another world is not just possible, it's here. We only need to put the pieces together.
http://www.worldchanging.com/archives/007636.html
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Ed Balls Launches New Children’s Plan (11th December 2007)
The DCSF has launched a new Children’s Plan, with a wide range of targets to improve children’s wellbeing, with better support for parents and families, and an emphasis on expanding out of school activities available to young people and securing safe areas for children to play. Among the targets is an aim for all new build schools to be carbon neutral by 2016.

Download the Children’s Plan at: http://www.dfes.gov.uk/publications/childrensplan/?pid=childrens_plan
Classification of School Waste (5th December 2007)

Defra has clarified that all waste from schools should be treated as household waste by local authorities responsible for the collection of waste and recycling. In practice this means that local authorities may make a charge for collection of waste but not for disposal. This also applies to recycling services.

http://www.teachernet.gov.uk/sustainableschools/news/news_detail.cfm?id=196
London Takes a Lead on Banning Throw Away Shopping Bags (13th November 2007)
London’s council leaders have approved a Bill that will seek to ban the distribution of free, throw away shopping bags in the capital. 

The decision follows a London-wide consultation organised by London Councils on its proposals to introduce either a levy or a ban on throw away shopping bags in the capital. Over 90 per cent of people responding to the consultation called for action on shopping bags; nearly 60 per cent felt strongly enough to call for an outright ban. 
London Councils will deposit a private Bill in Parliament at the end of the month. 

http://www.londoncouncils.gov.uk/doc.asp?doc=21262&cat=937
The London Schools Hydrogen Challenge for Secondary school
Science and Technology learning outcomes. Register before June 2008

Don’t miss out, register now at http://www.lshc.co.uk  
The Challenge is aimed at 11-14 year olds in London secondary schools to introduce them to cleaner energy and specifically about hydrogen technologies and their applications.  The Challenge, which runs until June 2008, provides schools with a range of online teaching resources that support the National Curriculum for Key Stage 3. In addition, students and teachers can win high-tech prizes, along with a top prize of £1,000 for their school as part of the Grand Final. Find out more about the Challenge and register your school online. 

Events 
LEEFnet Event

New Year, New Ideas!

On the West London Floating Classroom, The Elsdale II.
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Wednesday 30th Jan 2008

3.00– 6.30pm

Meet at West Drayton Train Station, the boat will be moored nearby.

This event will begin with a boat trip along the Grand Union Canal followed by an overview of the education work and projects that Groundwork Thames Valley and the West London Floating Classroom are working on. 
Grace Kimble from the Elsdale II will be talking about the traditional and more innovative ways of teaching about the environment (surveying using PDAs, clipboards, filming). 
There will also  be  a  resource  swap  so  please  bring  some  of  your  favourite environmental resources to swap with other LEEF members.

For   more   information   on   the West London Floating Classroom see

www.elsdale.co.uk
Free for LEEF members, refreshments provided. To book a place please contact the LEEF Coordinator, Leah McNally on info@leef.org.uk
Birkbeck, University of London in Conjunction with the Ecology and Conservation Studies Society

Global Impacts of Climate Change:

The Human Dimension

There is no escaping climate change, although the impact will vary greatly around the globe. 

This series of lectures will examine some of the extreme problems caused world wide by global warming.  After a scene setting introduction of human interactions on the biosphere, lectures will discuss permafrost melt and decay of peat bogs; coral reef breakdown with coastal effects; polar ice melt; water stress, drought and starvation; the role of aid to relieve these national disasters; and climate impacts and other effects on tropical forest ecology.  

Local human populations will be profoundly affected in many ways, which could lead to migrations of ecological refugees.

Join the debate.   All welcome.   Free ticket admission.

All lectures are from 6.30pm to 8.30 pm on the following Fridays.  Doors open at 6.00pm.

8 February
‘Climate Change - Biosphere and Human Interactions’

Jonathan Cowie, Science Communications Consultant
15 February
'How to Grow a Peat Bog in a Computer: why it is important to be able to do so'

Professor Andrew Baird, Queen Mary, University of London

22 February
‘The Impact of Climate Change on Coral Reefs’.

Professor James Crabbe, University of Bedfordshire

29 February
‘Climate Change and the Polar Regions: barometer or time bomb?’

Professor David Vaughan, British Antarctic Survey

7 March
‘Climate Change - Concerns and Roles of International Development NGOs’
Geoffrey Dennis, Chief Executive, CARE International UK 
14 March
‘Rainforest Ecosystems and Conservation and the Situation of Local Peoples’
Professor Sir Ghillean Prance, former Director, Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew
The lectures will be held in Birkbeck, University of London, WC1

Booking essential. For free tickets and venue details, contact tel:  020 7679 1069, or e-mail:   environment@fce.bbk.ac.uk
For queries on lecture content, contact tel:  020 8546 7986, or e-mail:   una.sutcliffe@btinternet.com
BTCV Community Environmental Groups Network Event               'Faith, Heritage and Charity... Different Angles on Funding for Community Environmental Projects' 
Thursday 7th February 2008 , 12 noon

Funding information for London's community environmental groups and projects
Venue: Avenue House, Finchley, near Finchley Central 

Supported by Avenue House, London 21 Sustainability Network & Barnet Voluntary Organisations

Please Book in advance. Full details available at: 

http://www2.btcv.org.uk/display/groupsfunding 

Contact: David Strachan, London Development Manager, BTCV d.strachan@btcv.org.uk Tel: 020 7834 4287
London Sustainable Schools Forum: Local well being and Travel and Traffic                                   Friday the 1st February at the National Maritime Museum. 
Quarterly workshops are designed to enable schools to access the 8 key ‘doorways’ into sustainability identified by the DCSF, through the three key areas of school life: curriculum, campus and community. Booking is now available for the third workshop on 1st February 2008, which will focus on ’Local Well-being’ and ‘Travel & Traffic’; please see below for booking details. You can access copies of the December and October workshop reports on the Government Office for London website: http://www.gos.gov.uk/gol/Environmentrural/Sustainable_schools
Further information or to book a place please contact Verity Ham at: sustainableschools@gol.gsi.gov.uk
Royal College of Physicians,     Climate Change and its Impact on Health'                                      Tuesday 29 January 2008. This conference aims to separate fact from fiction, and discuss the impacts of climate change both in the UK and abroad but most importantly ask what does the effect of climate change mean to the health of peoples and nations, the survival of individuals and our species and what if anything can the medical profession do?  
This conference will cover a range of topics on climate change and has some very eminent speakers.   Although the conference is aimed at all members of the medical profession it is equally open to all those with an interest in climate change from other professions and normal life. 

See link below to the college website for a programme and application form.  Venue: Royal College of Physicians, London  Contact: Conference coordinator Tel: 020 7935 1174 ext. 252 email: conferences@rcplondon.ac.uk  URL: http://www.rcplondon.ac.uk/event/details.aspx?e=947
C-Change - Climate Change Day of Action for Young People of London 25th January, City Hall

Calling all schools, colleges and young people aged 16+…

You are invited to join C-Change, a peer education climate change project for young people at the City Hall, for an interactive day of visioning London’s sustainable future.

The day will be packed with workshops, debates, discussion and expert advice from around the country. Young people will work together to build a picture of their ideal future and how best to achieve it; they will demand that those in power today help them to achieve their tomorrow.

For more information and to reserve 2 free student places, please visit www.switchonswitchoff.org/Go/C-Cast or contact Kirsti Davies on 0845 458 3527.


Training 

LEEF AGM and Training day
The Year of Food and Farming

Saturday 10th May 11 - 4pm
At Hackney City Farm 

Further details to follow, to book a provisional place please contact LEEF Coordinator, Leah McNally on info@leef.org.uk
BGEN

Back to Basics

Running a Schools Education Programme

RHS Garden Hyde Hall - Tuesday 26th February, 2008

Bristol Botanic Gardens- Tuesday 4th March, 2008

Glasgow Botanic Gardens - Thursday 10th April, 2008

Each day will introduce participants to the basics of running a schools education programme and will cover the following areas:

· Creating a schools programme

· Ideas for primary school programmes

· Ideas for secondary school programmes

· Marketing your education programme

Cost: BGEN Members £45 

Non Members £80 For further information or a booking form please contact: Ann Walford (BGEN Administrator) bgen@kew.org
Climate Change: Effective Communication Course 2008

24th January 2008, London.
Climate change will affect everyone and everywhere. So we need the skills to be able to communicate climate change to diverse audiences and in diverse situations.
Please see website for details. www.talkaction.org To book a place call: 020 7234 3629 or email: jelliott@talkaction.org Supported by: London 21 

Jobs/ Vacancies

Environmental Education Officer National Maritime Museum £20,000 - £28,000 (Maternity Cover)             You will play a key role in delivering formal and informal education programmes on Marine environment and associated issues for our Marine Education Initiative, covering a broad range of content that is topical and inspirational to your 11 to 16 year old audience, and the wider community.

Already in an environmental education role, you will have sound knowledge of the relevant curricula (geography, citizenship and science) and a balanced outlook on environmental issues.

Your excellent communication skills, self-motivation, creativity and enthusiasm are critical skills in delivering within budget and to tight deadlines.

For a full job description and details of how to apply please visit our website www.nmm.ac.uk/jobs
Closing date 18 January 2008

Joanne Cannon

Human Resources

National Maritime Museum

Park Row

Greenwich

London

SE10 9NF

 Tel: 020 8312 6784

Fax: 020 8312 6783

e-mail jcannon@nmm.ac.uk
Education Ranger
City of London: Hampstead Heath Open Spaces Department

Help deliver a high quality environmental education program to visiting groups. You will be expected to be an effective and positive communicator who can lead groups and events confidently with a high level of health and safety.  You should have experience of leading environmental activities with a keen interest in working outdoors. This post requires enthusiasm for environmental education and communicating these ideas to the public. Part time work is available on weekdays, weekends and school holidays.
This post requires enthusiasm for environmental education and a clear ability to communicate these ideas to a diverse spectrum of the public. 

Qualifications: A degree or equivalent in science, geography, history, play, youth work, creative arts or education. Enhanced disclosure required. 

This post is exempt from the Rehabilitation of Offenders Act and as part of the selection process the successful applicant will be required to obtain a Criminal Record Bureau Disclosure.
To request an application pack, openspaces.recruitment@cityoflondon.gov.uk please note that application forms for this post are not available on line. Please do not send CV’s as they will not be accepted 
Closing Date for this post is Monday 28th January 2008.

The Corporation is committed to equality of opportunities and operates a no smoking policy.

Any additional enquiries contact the community education officer: 

020 7482 7073
The Pumphouse Educational Museum

Sustainability Development Officer

The Museum is looking to recruit a qualified teacher for this 3 year post:

8 hours per week / 19-20K

Please contact Caroline Marais
Tel: 020 7231 2976

c.marais@btclick.com
Next issue of LEEFlet will be produced March 2008. Deadline for Listings/news/events/Jobs submissions is: Friday 29th Feb


The London Environmental Education Forum. C/O London Wildlife trust, Skyline House, 200 Union St, London, SE1 0LX. www.leef.org.uk info@leef.org.uk
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