Butterfly Life Cycles – Yrs 5-6
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Butterflies start their lives as a small egg attached to a plant. They are often found on leaves.
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Some eggs will hatch after a few weeks but others won’t hatch until the weather is warm.
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Eggs hatch into very small caterpillars. As soon as they are born, caterpillars eat their egg shell and then the leaves of the plant they hatched on.
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The caterpillars eat as much as possible. The more they eat, the bigger they get, until their skin splits. Underneath is a new, bigger skin.
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When it is fully grown, the caterpillar stops eating and starts looking for a safe place.
Once it has found somewhere, the caterpillar will fix itself underneath a leaf or branch, and shed its final skin, which is replaced with a chrysalis.
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Gradually, the chrysalis changes and develops wings, becoming a beautiful insect. This is called metamorphosis.
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When an adult butterfly emerges from the chrysalis, it rests to allow its wings to dry off so that it can fly.
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The butterfly then looks for flowers to drink nectar from, and other butterflies to mate with.
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Female butterflies lay their eggs on leaves, and the lifecycle starts again.

